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KNOWN AND UNKNOWN 


July 9 


Michener, James A. Random House 
THE BRIDGES AT TOKO-RI $2.50 


The complex operations of a task force in February Korean waters range from. 
sea to land and air as the vulnerable but elusive bridges of Toko-Ri, over which pass 
Communist supplies for the central and eastern fronts and which are guarded by con- 
centrated mountains, narrow passes and gun emplacements, are the targets for destruc- 
tion. Admiral Tarrant is the genius of the combat command of Task Force 77; Beer  .. 
Barrel is the miracle man who brings the planes and jets aboard the carrier ‘avo; Mike 
Forney and Nestor Gamidge are the'copter boys who rescue the ditched pilots; Harry 
Brubaker is the jet pilot, recalled from civilian life, who is bitterly resentful of 
the part he must play. Rescued by Forney and Gamidge, he has a short reunion with his 
wife and children on liberty where Tarrant tries to pass on some of his philosophy of 
voluntary mén, the unfair weight of war, vesolute spirits and a sense of human life 
beyond personal feelings. Brubaker saves Forney and Gamidge when they pull the town 
apart and, returned for a successful photographing of the bridges, he is offered a 
chance by Tarrant to beg off. On his next flight he is shot down and the ‘copter boys 
die with him as the Communists close in. The interlocking of timing, men and machines, 
the stupendous quality of jet flight and warfare, the human element - in emergency, 
danger and personal lives - are here in a sharp, short, telling tribute. Full life 
production and big guns from the publisher may make this happy-talk for the bookseller. 
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Bellow, Saul Viking 
(o THE ADVENTURES OF AUGIE MARCH $4.50 
* This is a wonderful book, if wonderful-. still means full of wonder. It has 
more conventional virtues as well. Mr. Bellow has taken a legendary time in the United 
States- the twenties and the depression, and a city, Chicago, that was a legend in that 
time and set his Ulysses to learning life there. But this is an American legend and an 
American hero and the author has taken Augie, either in person or his friends, through 
almost every American experience of the period- slum life, high life, organizing 
unions, riding the rails, selling paint, grooming dogs, student, thief, etc. as well 
as lover, friend and a most human human being. The people surrounding him are no less 
varied and rich in qualities. Through# it all Augie moves trying to find his individual- 
ity and his destiny. Power after power reaches toward him, or touches him, and teaches 
him more about himself. It is a book of extremes and superlatives - rough, funny, sad, 
wild, tender, vulgar, pure- written in a style that is a mid point between stream of 
consciousness and conversation- as though Augie were thinking to himself in words..... 
A gorgeous job, with an enormous impact- both intellectual and emotional- which 
critical attention and publisher pressure may help to carry to the big market. 


(LC: 53-7953) 
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Customary and Literary 


Staples in Bruce Lancaster's. BLIND JOURNEY (Little, Brown-A.M.P.) and C. S. Foresters 

small HORNBLOWER AND THE ATROPOS (Little, Brown); we are not ignoring but are deploring oe 
the popular, possibilities in Russell Janney's. SO LONG AS LOVE REMEMBERS (Hermitage House); 

James Ramsey Ullman has.a reliable physical-metaphysical adventure in THE SANDS OF KARA- 

KORUM (Lippincott); Ruth Chatterton can again expect a spellbound feminine following 

with THE BETRAYBRS (Houghton, Mifflin); and for. the more fastidious, there's. Kate O'Brien's. 

THE FLOWER OF MAY (Harper) and Elizabeth Taylor’s. THE SLEEPING BEAUTY (Viking). See 


below for. reports 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
July 27 


Giles, Janice Holt Houghton ,“Mifflin 
THE KENTUCKIANS $3.00 


The story of the first Kentucky settlement which secured its independence from 
Virginia dnd established a foothold in the face of the Ohio Indians has a stronger basis 
in historical fact than in the narrative which is at best a convenience for the material 
researched and retold here. David Cooper is one of the first to stake out his land and 
build his house with the memory of a girl- Bethia- in mind. But when Bethia joins hin, 
she is the wife of another man, Judd Jordan, an abusive character to whom she had been 
given by her father. Their petition is granted (George Rogers Clark and Patrick Henry 
figure here) and their county is set up with an independent government, but the situation 
tightens when 5000 Indians are armed and agitated by the British. Bethia disappears from 
the fort- with Judd, and it is Cooper who returns her to safety, and'only after Judd is 
killed, learns that it is he who has betrayed them to the Indians..... The bright promise 
but harsher realities of wilderness settlement- this has a certain authenticity, but te 
stockade characters and situations do little to civilize or glamorize this for easy 
entertainment. (LC 53-7074) 

August 16 |{% 
Foley, Martha- Fd. Houghton, Mifflin- Ballantine 
THE BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES- 1953 $4..00- $.50 


Miss Foley's annual assessment of the year's best and a selection of twenty- 
five short stories from almost as many periodicals, particularly from the little reviews. 
It is a very catholic collection, with perhaps the exception of two avant-garde inclusions, 
Ro V. Cassill's The Life of The Sleeping Beauty with its allegorical allusions, and Henry 
Shultz' Qreste which concerns a clairvoyant child plagiarist. But there is much realism 
in The Whipping, Felix Noland’s grim story of a Negro child who is whipped into a sover 
maturity, and in The Buffalo Wallow in which Charles Tenney Jack returns to pioneer days 
and pioneer qualities. There's a powerful story by Simon Wincelberg- The Conqueror; the 
attenuated shadow-play of Tennessee Williams; a grim tale of starving Greece as seen 
through the eyes ov a boy, Athens, Greece, 1942; and a forceful story of racial dis- 
crimination- Struttin’ With Some Barbeque. Christine Weston, Robert Coates, and Mark 
Van Doren are among the better known contributors.... Once again a collection which is 
thoughtful in its social and international implications as well as discriminating. 


August 13271 
Clewes, Howard Doubleday 
AN EPITAPH FOR LOVE : $3.50 
* A second (The Long Memory) superior story of suspense has wider implications a} 
and shadowboxes with a man's conscience and allegiance, lends a reflective cast to a time 

of violence. Harry Lucas, an Englishman living in Italy, is alerted by a peasant to the 
discovery of oil in the Po valley with its inflammable international connotations, and 
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later attends a conference in Florence when a communist uprising breaks out. And a 
second meeting with Nina Castiglioni, whom he finds spying in the consultate, takes him 
back some years to the war when he had served with a partisan group in Italy, had known 
her then as an informer (although her innocence was suggested by the fact that she was 
passing planted information), and had fallen in love with her but betrayed her. Now 
when he finds her again, aged and frayed, he assumes the guilt of what she has become, 
secures her freedom while he never can redeem their love... An incident, which takes ~ 
its uncertainty from the times, adds a subtle detail to a clean story situation and 
provides an assured and accomplished entertainment, suggestive of Eric Ambler. 


(IC: 53-7973) 







































August 18 


Boles, Paul Macmillan 
THE STREAK $3.00 


Report repeated from the April 15th bulletin, as follows: "A second novel of 
sports car racing tails the earlier The Racer (Ballantine- p.132) not only in time and 
turns in a gentler version of a killer sport. And while there is something of the souped- 
up excitement of reckless drivers and record-breaking speeds, there is little of the 
bitter, compulsive brutality of this game and the story softens further with the love 
affair between Tagli, a Maestro on the make, and Elena. For Tagli, who has both pride 
and affection in the cars he drives, finds an equal clean exaltation in Elena whom he 
marries- who follows him from course to course. But an occupational hazard- a cough 
which worsens under the exhaust fumes- numbers his days; the mask which he wears- as a 
concession to Elena- loosens in a last race and causes a fatal crash.... By no means 
as thorough an overhauling of this sport- and its expensive moments of triumph- as the 
Ruesch book, this still matches the momentum of the course.” 


August 24, 


Stanley, Bennett | Crowell 
SEA STRUCK $3.00 — 


A rugged tale of a boat, a man and his crew follows the Wanderer, a 70-ton 
staysail Bermuda rig schooner, and her skipper, Peter Scorton from England to Tangier. 
His first partners walk out on him when they learn sailing is not for them and their 
spite brings him Jane Crawley, Jos Salter, Julian Lansmoore and Herbert Hargreave as 
working partenrs to pick up an American who is chartering the boat in Tangier. Scor- 
ton is brutal in his teaching and in his attitude and his kindergarten crew learns the 
hard rough way not only from his tongue but Prom the weather, storms and blows. There 
is tension over Jane; the drinking water gives out; Salter leaves and picks up the cash 
forwarded by the American, who has decided against the cruise, and uses it to buy a 
cargo of guns to be smuggled into Spain. Scorton is financially committed to try to 
pull it off - and does but is caught by the coast guard and a levanter and the decision 
to stay with the Wanderer or escape by land is answered by Scorton, Jane and Herbert 
whose dash for liberty is successful. The tortuous devotion of a man for a boat and the 
laws of the sea, the sense of the mystique of yachts and the morale of skipper and crew 
are here in a sharp tongued and blunt drama. Strong saline solution. (IC: 53-8439) 


August 26 


White, Jon Manchip M. S. Mill 
THE LAST RACE $3.00 


Another story of auto-racing paces The Racer (Ballantine) and The Streak 
(Macmillan- if by a week only), tones down the manic excitement of this sport and 
tells the particular story of Peter Wellington, his wife, friends and competitors. Rac- 
ing on atrack at Zurich where he had won several years before, Wellington hopes to "change 
his luck“ which has been bad for some time. But he knows, as do his colleagues- among 
them Kleist who has a terrible will to win- that it is not luck, but that age, anda 
marriage- are sobering him up at the wheel. His friend Dallapiccola dies from injuries on 
the Zurich yun, Wellington quits the race to be with him, and Kleist wins. But his wife 
Pat give him an ultimatum between her- and the race track- and Wellington make his 
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final, winning run only to show that he is not a coward... The world of the mechanics, 
drivers, the manufacturers who sponsor the teams, the spectators and the newsmen all animate 
the scene here. The Ruesch book, which is still the most kinetic, should help you gauge 


the momentum of the market. (IC: 53-9199) 


August 26 


Towry, Peter Morrow 
$3.00 


RICHARD SAID NO 

A marital fracas and fracture provides a romantic entertainment and follows the 
parting of the ways of Richard and Silvana, when Silvana, on a two weeks visit to her mother, 
leaves Richard unprotected for the chance encounter with Daisy in a cafe. Daisy, whom he 
recognizes as an opportunity he had missed in Paris some years ago, joins him in a few drinks 
and returns to spend the night with Him-where Silvana finds them. Apologies alternate with 
altercations; Richard goes to Paris where the sculpture of mobiles leads to a more promising 
future- but without Silvana who does not forget or férgive until Daisy is finally success- 
ful in bringing them together again... A diversion, this is probably more ephemeral than 


effervescent. Rentals. (IC: 53-8296) 
August 28 \/ 


Putnam 


Curtis, Jean-Louis . * 
LUCIFER'S DREAM $3.00 .“ 

For adults only this worldly, somber to sinister tale of an orphaned boy whose 
end on the gallows was predicted at an early age. Marceau LeGuern's pure, unselfish love 
for his fellow orphan, Lucien, redeems the turbulent nature that might have made more 
trouble for him than it did in his twelve years at the orphanage. Lucien remains behind 
to become a priest but Marceau, trained as a locksmith, is sent into the world at eighteen * 
and loses his first job because his employer is jealous of his wife's too great interest 
in the young apprentice. Mme. Alice, an older woman, picks him up and puts him to work 
posing for indecent postcards and acting as a gigolo. He escapes her during the war and 
with help attempts to reform but she claima him again at the war's end and they are united 
in a mystical, non-physical life of evil. It is too late when he meets innocent, young 
Dominique and in a struggle in which Mme. Alice tries to shoot him, he kills her but re- 
gains his soul. For idle minds in idle times. 





Fa. ee 
August-?? 4 } 2s 
Miller, Helen Topping Appleton-Century-Crofts 
HOLLOW SILVER $3.00. 


The lives- and loves- of those in the shadow of successful Senator Shorey- chiefly 
his three sons and his twin nieces- provide a feminine fabric which is also a tight mesh 
of occupational and emotional destinies. For the Senator's paternalism and patronage which 
extends to all around him corrupts as it indulges, and only Kelly,a. daughter-in-law, and 
Penn, a niece, maintain a healthy independence and integrity. Rufe, a son, is to be 
crippled for life in an accident which also kills a brother's wife and throws its suspicion 
on their relationship; Quincy, Penn's twin, agrees to marry if only to escape; Gil, his 
youngest, asks for a dangerous mission in the Navy; and Penn, after a plane crash in which 
the Senator is killed, is finally able to choose between the phantom past- Gil- and the 
recent present- a young doctor.... Full fashioned entertainment for rentals. (If£:. 53-10209) 
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September 2 
O'Brien, Kate Harper 
THE FLOWER OF MAY Bee 5. 


Coe A soft counterpoint of first affections and experiences is toned by the fixed 
assurances of the world from which it stems- a substantial Irish Catholic society at 
the turn of the century, which crossed to the continent for its finishing touches but 
returned always to the Church for its firmer foundations. The "flower of May" is Fanny 
Morrow, second doughter in a large family and her father's gentle maiden, as a suc- 
cession of emotional imprints are fixed on the inexperience and "lack of definition" 
of her eighteen years. A summer in Europe, with the more aristocratic family. of her 
closest convent friend, Lucille, opens her eyes to luxury and her heart to Andre, 
-Lucille's brother, whose charms gre calculated and whose destiny is a marriage of 
wealth and prestige beyond Fanny. She returns home, to the deathbed of her mother. 

And she concludes the gentle, tentative flirtation with Andre when she finds him involv- 
ed with her older, married sister, returns him to his own world... /A delicate trans- 
cript of youthful perceptions and preoccupations, of the first flush of sentiment- and 
grief, to which the conventions of the social world and a deep sense of spiritual 

grace lend a more lasting security. For tranquil- and discerning- tastes. 


Keir, Ursula William Sloane 
THE VINTAGE $3.50 


The harvesting of the grapes at Espagne, a Saint Michel vineyard, provides 
an arresting setting for a story of tenderness and anguish and native humor which grows 
out of the coming of the itinerant workers to the vineyard. Earliest of the workers, 
before the Basque Eduardo and his cohorts, before the Frenehmen who alternate in the 
vineyards, are two Italians. The younger, Ernesto, is tense with fear and anger, an 
anger which has led him to kill a drunken American soldier after the rape of a young 
Italian girl. The other, Giancarlo, has brought Ernesto with him from Genoa, and he 
feels the need of quiet after his work as a shipyard leader. It is Giancarlo whose 
kindness wins the hearts of his fellow workers and even penetrates the loneliness of 
the vineyard owner down from Paris for the harvesting. And it is Giancarlo who gives 
young Lucienne her first love and then is killed on the eve of the vintage in the midst 
of the festivities. The restraint of telling, the unusual circumstances, the atten- 
tive insight in characterization give a warm poignance to this vintage of Espagne. 

But the market may be rather special too. (LC: 53-8604) 


September 4 


Todd, Ruthven Hermitage House 
LOSER'S CHOICE $3.00 


A purposeless allegory of a dictatorship at war, and of sin and sex is set 
in an anonymous time and tells of Edward Hartley, a newly appointed head of propaganda, 
Ilsa, a cabaret singer, and a Pastor who fights his own lustful instincts in the world 
outside. Although Edward is cold (his lips are “stony bulwarks") and arrogant, he 
manages to establish a cosy relationship with Ilsa which irritates the Pastor. The war 
goes on, with rather less success than their affair, and as defeat impends, Edward's 
position is increasingly precarious. Terror runs rampant in the Capital; Ilsa is killed; 
and Edward is ready for the death that awaits him. Save for some gratuitous sex, 
there's a strong suspicion of arrested development in the emotional and intellectual 
content here; and Mr. Todd's writing would suggest that he probably never even got 
through Junior High. (IC: 53-9725) 


September 7 
Elbogen, Paul Random House 
THE JEALOUS MISTRESS $3.50 


A lifesized portrait of a painter, Jan Dram, is often out of scale with reality 
and describes his creative energy- not all of which goes into his work- with vigorous 
exuberance. Dram's first marriage to his model, Faustina, in Italy, ends with her 
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delivery of a crippled child, Ugo. He returns to Paris where Lucille, again a model, 
becomes his wife and their "typhoon of love" blows up into constant quarrels and a di- 
vorce after several years of marriage which result in Genevieve and Charles. As a young 
man, and a successful caricaturist, Ugo comes to Paris and his hate for his father does 
not deflect the attraction he feels toward Genevieve. They fall in love; she attempts 
suicide; but he alone can save her and they go off together. A third marriage for Dram 

is perhaps the happiest but he spends a year on cocaine, and she is killed in an air raid. 
And the titan is finally whittled down to size when at 75 his lifework is destroyed and 
an exhibit- containing all his pictures- is burned to ashes... A flamboyant figure, 

Paris and a palette- the mill here that this runs out of is still not Moulin Rouge. The 


writing is fullblown. (LC: 53-5025) 





September 8 
Little, Brown - A.M.P. 


Lancaster, Bruce 
BLIND JOURNEY $3 -95 
This fits into the groove with Guns of Burgoyne (one of the less successful 
in Lancaster's panels of the American Revolution) - and seems a somewhat contrived and 
unconvincing tale. Young Ward Gratwick, whose service in behalf of his country embraced 
Valley Forge and Saratoga, has previously experieneed, imprisonment and escape to France 
and the post of secretary to Franklin. This was not to his liking; he wanted to be back 
with the ragged troops; he wanted to see again the girl he loved back home. Then Frank- 
lin sends him on a "blind journey", a tortuous journey which ends in a virtually unknown 
port, and finds him shipping aboard a fast merchant vessel, manned by Bretons. Aboard 
too are neighbors of Dr. Franklin's, the Dales and their haughty aunt. Ward grows sus- 
picious of Paul, before the journey's end, but not until he delivers his papers to the 
Marquis de Lafayette and knows they are blank, and Deborah- dismayed and aghast retrieves 
the real papers from her reticule, does he know that Paul is a traitor. The story ends 
as he turns north from Yorktown, to the girl he left behind him. (IC: 53-7327) 





September 9 


Eliot, Alexander Farrar, Straus & Young 
PROUD YOUTH $3.00 


An imagistic, intense but often embarrassingly explicit story of love- both 
sacred and profane- wavers between ecstasy and doom and follows the private purgatory 
of Michael, 19, Beatrice, his sister, 16, and the incestuous emotions they entertain 
toward each other. The guidance of Father Galleger, the catharsis of confession, and 
the ritual of the Church which has left a strong imprint on them both still does not 
counteract the unhealthy climate of their home, the bored marriage of their parents, 
their mother's dreadful memories of their birth, their father's liquor-released inti- 
macies. And while Beatrice is willing to give herself to Michael, his failure to take 
her confirms the hopelessness of their love- and he attempts to suicide. But it is 
Father Galleger who dies, while Michael finds his own "time to be born" and Beatrice 
becomes his sister once again... Traumatic torment which may not provoke a moral 
judgment as much as it offends your taste. (LC; 53-9121) 


Janney, Russell Hermitage House 
SO LONG AS LOVE REMEMBERS $3.95 
The author of The Miracle of the Belis. has a second story which is similar in 


style and spirit to the earlier book. Its hero is "Tightpants" Halka, a young Viennese 
musician who comes to America and finds a wife of saintly virtue and mystical heritage. 


Their affinity is the La Celle statue of the virgin at the Cloisters and Halka finds a 
likeness to the statue in Olga, from Wilkes-Barre, who is trying out for a Ziegfeld ad 
chorus when he meets her. Olga's life is bound by legend- and after brief happiness 

in marriage she dies at the age of twenty-two, the last of the earthly counterparts of 

the statue. The statue itself responds to the joys and crises of the Halkas with a 

reddening of the breast once splattered by the blood of a crusader, or with a smile. 

Before Halka can follow her to the Greater Life he makes a monument to Olga in a music 





e 
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fund in Wilkes-Barre, in a song composed to her own words, and in a great symphony... 
A story of two saintly innocents in a harsh world which nevertheless succumbs to 
their virtue, this is characterized by the sticky spiritual sentiment of the first 
book, the clean morality and unrestrained detail which drew a wide audience. The 
People’s Book Club will help to circulate this to a mass market. (LC: 53-10613) 


September 9 


Balchin, Nigel Houghton, Mifflin 
PRIVATE INTERESTS $3.50 


An interior view of William Lang Sons & Horseman, a large press shop, gives 
a British version of the executive suite of a big business where traditional restraints 
subdue but do not destroy the godheads of money and power. And as the factory exerts 
its constrictive pressure on its directors, and workers, certain dramas are set in 
motion- and concluded. Walter Lang, who runs the firm- and also runs it ragged, 
attempts- with the death of old Gustavus Lang- to buy up its control; Henry Spellman, 
Chairman of the Board, keeps his promise to the dead man and attempts to block this 
move; Lawrence Spellman, his son, restless in his marriage and in his job, is charged 
(wrongly)with"interfering" with one of the factory girls and creates an uncomfortable 
situation which filters through from the directors down to the workers; Rosamund, 
Lang's only daughter- and motherless- has a first love affair with a factory hand, an 
unpardonable breach of class distinctions to which democratic (profit-paying? ) 
policies do not quite extend.... A close-up of higher ups which is discerning- to 
disabused, this lacks the emotional intensity and involvement of his earlier books 
and its controlled assurance will probably not substitute for the razzledazzle of 


its American competitition. (LC: 53-7075) 


Ullman, James Ramsey Lippincott 
THE SANDS OF KARAKORUM $3.50 


ra?) 

“— For the third time, Ullman has chosen as his theme man's search for something 
outside himself. InuThe White Tower, it was more than the mountain itself which 
sustained the ascent; in River of the Sunthere was something beyond the lost river 
which made men endure the jungle; and now, it is not only a man's search for his 
friends that carries him across China and into the untracked desert and the black 
sands of Karakorum. Again there is a valid human need, and Frank Knight, correspon- 
dent at large, is first in Shanghai, looking among the refugees from Sanchow for his 
missionary friends the Bickels, John, Eleanor, and their daughter Jean. He is told 
that John has become a Communist and has remained in Sanchow, where he fails to find 
them. And as he turns west toward the desert, he confronts disillusion and tragedy. 
He finds Eleanor and a native child, for Jean is dead. And finally, after an agoniz- 
ing trail across the desert they~find John and accept his determination to follow 
the star of a new found faith in the truth of an ancient legend... Absorbing read- 
ing, though the substance yields to the spirit of the search and its conclusion 


. eludes where it should persuade. (LC: 53-8929) 


Laird, Charlton Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
WEST OF THE RIVER $3.50 

A continuation of Thunder On The R.ver (1949) this notes the death knell of 
the scramble for furs and brings Mark Eldridge and his family into the picture of the 
Half-breed Steal. Paul Boudreau, a young French Canadian, and his jackknife post are 
wiped out by Astor's American Fur Company and, unable to recoup, he takes odd jobs 
around Foxtown (Prairie du Chien) but is followed by the Indians’ distrust for not hav- 
ing given them the horses he owed them. Many promise to help him get horses, among 
them Dolly, Eldridge's half-breed daughter, Celeste, discontented wife of the traitorous 
trader Jaloux, Lt. Wilson, of the U. S. Army, But his inability to pay his debt hinders 
the dealings with the Indians over the land deals and settlements, in which Paul has 
been driven to help steal, rob and cheat. The threat of smallpox, of a rising and 
massacre by the resentful Indians, the attack that despoils the pest boat and Dolly's 
loyalty and faith bolster Paul's decision to reveal the chicanery of the traders and 


the American Fur Company and, winning Eldridge'’s respect and trust, he is given a new 
chance for the future. Based on history, the far flung traffic of the fur trade, the 


trickery of big business, the incidents of the jase posts and the lives of the 
trappers frame the picture of a renegade saved from himself and are blended into 


a satisfying account of the period. (LC: 52-12653) 
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September 9° 


Caesar, Gene William Sloane _ 
MARK OF THE HUNTER $3.0° @ 


The rage to kill marks the postwar return of Marty Jevons with a dark strain of 
violence and,unable to face the civilized world, he lives alone in a lodge where his killer 
drive is stronger than any sporting instinct and is flanked by fear. His attraction to 
Goldy Carlson who works in the nearby town is only sensual and spasmodic, but a summer idyll 
with Pat Brodie brings a knowledge of a love which will be stronger than the restless, — 
vicious excitement of stalking timber wolves. But Pat, who cannot escape the knowledge that 
his contempt for the world and retreat from it is only weakness, breaks with him once- and ° 
it is Marty who finds the courage alone to shoot his dog whom he has trained to kill and 
return with her.... There's not quite the distinction here of Hugh Fosburgh's The Hunter 
but the psycho-physical pattern of an obsessive instinctual drive has its moments of raw 
intensity. (IC: 53-8154) 

\ 


September 10 


Hughes, Paul John Day 
JEFF $3.50 
Another homestyled narrative of a Little Britches has the warmth and reminiscent 
recognition value of:a.youngster's experiences and is a plain recital of the sore and high 
spots in a nine year old's year. Jeff Nelson, the son of a high school teacher in a small 
Southwestern town, has his share of griefs and grievances which include mowing the lawn 
and raking the yard; he falls in a barrel of cement and falls asleep on his feet in the 
fourth grade classroom; hé hits it up on Halloween but is subdued at Christmas when he does 
not get a bicycle; his best friend moves away- and the admiration of a girl is difficult to 
disengage; but, on the other hand, he earns some money towards a bike, learns to fight with 
his fists and evens out the relationship with Johnny Stone, and finds that most of his 
troubles which are just kneepants high are equalized by time and an understanding family. 
Publisher enthusiasm and support may carry this to a wider audience than others, since the 


original, have had. (LC: 53-9558) 


Gilbert, Edwin Doubleday 
THE HOT AND ‘THE COOL $3.75 SU 


The world of new jazz has its dedicated in Kip Nelson and the boys of his unit 
which is not so highly thought of by their leader, Wade Stuart, a snob and an opportunist. 
Kip's ambitions in composing and playing are deeply channeled as compensation for an ac- 
cident that emasculated him; his boys, in spite of marijuana, woman trouble, family and 
marriage troubles, are all for Kip, Wade, trying to lift them out of the small New Jersey 
night spot, introduces a singer and Kip, resenting the break in their straight jazz line, 
projects that resentment onto Andrea Chapman, until he realizes he has fallen in love with 
her. He plans to Keep his shaming secret but Wade, after accumulated frustrations in not 
making the grade with Andrea and not getting a New York engagement, makes the humiliating 
revelation and shocks Andrea and Kip into separate paths. You'll have to dig the new word 
score, sit in on the jam sessions in Harlem and be sent by the deep gone music to groove 
this but there's a nervous intensity to its playback. (IC: 53-9127) 


Chatterton, Ruth : Houghton, Mifflin 
| THE BETRAYERS $3.50 


Witch-hunting in Washington and the personal conflicts engendered are the basis @ 
of the near dissolution of Celia Mill's 14 year old marriage to Bill, now a Senator from 
Kentucky. For when she learns that Mike Prescott,of the Atomic Energy Commission, is to 
be investigated and that Bill is to be chairmm of the senatorial sub-committee that will 
handle it, she is more than ready, as a lawyer, to help and protect Mike, and taunts Bill. 
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But Mike is not persuaded and his appearance before Bill and Senator Glavis, most rabid 
of vilifiers, brings him to trial for contempt of Congress. Celia, at first planning 
to direct his defense, finally appears for him and achieves his acquittal on a techni- 
cality - only to find Mike's fanatic pacificism is in reality treason and, chastened 
and humbled, finds her way back to Bill. The world of the FBI, columnists, honest at- 
tempts to protect the security of the United States,and the ramifications of doubt, 
suspicion, smears, public intimidation, political strategy and personal revenge are 

a tight and intricate background for a woman's story which, in spite of improbableo 
moments, is not without current and controversial interest. More coherent than her 
previous Homewood Borne (1950) and for an unquestionable feminine market (IC: 53-7077) 


September 10 


Forester, C.S. Little, Brown 
HORNBLOWER AND THE ATROPOS $3.50 


C., A very very Junior Captain, way down the seniority list, Horatio Hornblower 
is given his first command, the trim4trofos: In his zest for his assignment, he per- 
forms some minor miracles, and wins attention from his chief and from his sovereign. 
His duties take him into strange situations, and the greater part of this book traces the 
adventure of recovering sunken treasure under the guns of a Turkish fort, and of escap- 
ing with the greater part of the loot. There is, perhaps, less of battle - and more 
personal story and a background of unusual incident, and it all adds up to rounding out 
the character of a famous and popular personage in literature. 


September 11 


Goodin, Peggy Dutton 
THE LIE $3.00 


Today's version of The Old Maid by the author of Clementine and Take Care of 
My Little Girl springs from Kate's bewildered family life, frustrated dreams of ro- 
mance and the unfulfilled promise of a party with her father on her 17th birthday. 
Myopic and disturbed, Kate asks for - and gets trouble from another girl's beau and 
her resulting pregnancy demands sacrifices from her parents to send her away to have 
her baby and give it up for adoption. With Jennie's birth, Kate blackmails them to 
pass themselves off as Jennie's parents and returns home to build up a successful 
life in Aunt Lou's dress shop. And when Jennie is 17, Kate insists on a real party for 
her “sister's” birthday but it's not the success she had dreamed of. So that her mother, 
still childishly cunning, is firm when Kate has a chance to marry widower Overholt and 
turns her out for Jennie's good. Compensation, rather than melodrama here, in un- 
sparing but never uncaring terms, takes care of a social problem believably and with 
some practicality. Discussable. (LC: 53-6089) 


Ge / / / a 


Jordan, Evelyn t/ 
THE NATURE OF THE BEAST 


Putnan 
A $3.50 


The story of an ill-starred love which doesn't quite come off despite its 
many searching moments and the textural enrichment of its setting in a French village 
near the sea. Lovely, widowed Pauline, a princess by marriage, is banished to an ances- 
tral estate by her feudal father-in-law. There she is supposed to vegetate alone and 
prepare herself for a becoming second marriage of her father-in-law's choosing. But 
Pauline falls in love with the estate manager, Liavrec,a full-blooded peasant who became 
a doctor and is planning to do research on malaria. Knowing that her father-in-law will 
not sanction their marriage, she becomes Liavrec's mistress, defies the old man and 
precipitates the stroke which kills him, and then discovers that Liavrec is leaving her 
for a research job in the tropics. He returns two years later- but her love had chilled... © 
The nature of the beast is of course unpremeditated passion; the nature of the market 
however is even less predictable. (IC: 53-9150) 
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September 14 Wa | 


Hilles, Helen Train Coward-McCann 
THE SWIFT SEASONS $3.50 o age 


The emotional evolution of Stephanie Winthrop from a serene and secure New York 
City childhood takes its shape from a wealthy background and a well-bred schooling which 
does not quite finishher for the realities which lie ahead. The death of her father is a 
first sharp grief while the loss of her mother, a year or so later, is less noticed, and an 
aunt provides a fashionable rather than comfortable substitute for her parents in the years 
which follow. There's the glow of a first dance, and then her debut, and then her love for 
Mark whose ambivalent instability she does not recognize. But the death of Anna, her 
devoted family retainer, marks the break with her childhood and underlines Mark's unsteady 
attraction. She has a nervous breakdown and during the weeks which follow in a private 
hospital is equipped to meet a future divorced from the past and ready for the marriage to 
Tim.... Personable characters, attractive accessories and a comfortable detail of clothes 
and food and decor groom this for a feminine audience, for better class rentals and some 
sales. (IC: 53-8887) ) 

Anthony, Evelyn Crowell _“ 

REBEL PRINCESS $3.00 


This fictional handling of the journey of an obscure German princess to power as 
Catherine the Great of Russia toes the historical line with care while giving full sway to 
the arabesques of political and romantic intrigue. The author shows us little Augusta of 
Anhalt-Zerbst as she arrives in Moscow and meets the Grand Duke Peter, warped and mentally 
ill. She shows Augusta conquering the Empress Elizabeth through meekness. But after the 
unconsummated marriage which is to be a court jest, Elizabeth has the pair jailed, and 
finally- to gain an heir- has Catherine seduced by a nobleman. Catherine studies in co 
solitude, and recovers from the hurt of her spurious affair determined to gain her objective 
of power. Her liaison with Gregory Orlow secures her the backing of the army; she works at 
winning the ministers, Panin as well as the formerly formidable enemy Bestujev; ultimately 
she takes the throne from Peter after Elizabeth's death. The making of a woman and a force 
in circumstances of splendour and barbarism, this pays the greatest attention to the many 
individuals involved and is for a semi-popular audience. (IC 53-8428) 


Jackson, Charles Farrar, Straus & Young- Ballantine 
EARTHLY CREATURES $1.50-' $.35 


| A new collection of short stories (The Sunnier. Side- 1950) again scores some 
private situations in ordinary lives with a deadly recognition, and there's probably more 
discomfort than pain to the home truths which are delivered here. A man's hatred of him- 
self is redirected against his family and a nephew in whom he identifies his own cowardice; 
the romantic abstraction of a matinee idol becomes a likeble reality some twenty years later; 
a boy's guileless friendliness brings about the capture of a conflict after a prison break 
but brings with it a sense of shame as well as pride; a man's impatient resentment of his 
mother's devotion is stilled after many years when the reserve of a last farewell is an 
intimation of her death; a famous author's detached and deliberate provocation of the 
s experiences he will later exploit does not exclude his own guilt when he tampers with a 
young marriage; etc. etc. These and others provide a rather cheerless assembly of lives 9% 
a critical- to clinical- moment of self-revelation, with an accuracy of intention and treat- 
ment. (IC: 53-9678) 
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September 2% |W 


Yates, Elizabeth Coward-McCann 
HUE AND CRY $3.00 


The nobility of love and nature are again at the heart of a new novel by 4 
well-established women's writer. The young heroine, Melody, is deaf, and finds a 
means of comfort and communication in nature as well as in her father's loving teach- 
ing. But it is Dan, a young Irish immigrant in the New Hampshire farmlands, who- dis- 
illusioned with life and his treatment at the mills- has stolen a fine stallion and 
is shielded by Melody with whom, in return, he falls in love. In the warmth of Melody's 
family, Dan loses his bitterness and eventually with Melody's brother Rufus returns 
the stallion and works off his debt. The reward for the capture goes to Rufus, who 
gains in stature by giving this money to Melody so that she may attend a school for 
the deaf in Boston. And after a year, the lovers meet once again, changed- but un- 
changed in their feelings for each other. Morals as clean as the Monday wash on the 
line, with a refreshing simple-sweet quality which a conservative, rental audience 
has found beguiling. {IC: 53-8893) 


Buhet, Gil eds sat Viking 
THE INNOCENT KNIGHTS %/! 7 $3.50 


In the charming, provincial village of Castelcorbon, France, a meticulous 
schoolmaster who is also a bee-lover and a windbag accuses six of his students of 
stealing some honey from one of his hives. Although they protest their innocence, 
they are threatened with the punishment of a detention at school over a four day holi- 
day. The six, some of whom have lively imaginations, rebel against this injustice by 
taking blood oaths, knighting themselves, and shouting “blood and thunder". They 
incarcerate themselves in the village fortress and hoist a red flag and remain inside 
their Bastille for 10 days. And a young newspaperman who has not done well in Paris 
furthers his career and makes the news with his reports of symbolic sieges, red flags 
and international intrigue, and the fracas is finally cleared up when the school- 
master discovers his error.... A rather irritating and not very funny novel that is 
almost redeemed by a delightful, altogether successful, mouse. Limited. (LC: 53-8820) 


Taylor, Elizabeth | Viking 
THE SLEEPING BEAUTY 7 / $3.00 


a * A strange fairy tale is more disenchanted than enchanted and is a subtle 
to wry commentary on lives in suspension and seclusion. Emily is the sleeping beauty 
of the title and her unnatural loveliness which she owes to plastic surgery after an 
automobile accident is alien even to her. She lives withdrawn from the world and 
dedicates her days to the mentally defective daughter of her sister, Rose. But the 
pattern of solitude is broken with the intrusion of Vinny, the guest of a neighbor, 
the recently widowed Isabella. Vinny, a compassionate rather than passionate romantic 
approaching fifty, finds himself attracted to Emily and curiosity helps to provoke 
his easily aroused sympathy and solicitude. The factor of an unrevealed, early marriage 
which he cannot dissolve does not impede his courtship with Emily- and its bigamous 
conclusion, and neither the censure of Rose- and Isabella, or the possibility of legal 
recriminations can disrupt the happy harmony of their life together..... Closest in 
tone to her earliest books- At Mrs. Lippincote’s. and Palladian, this is discreet in 
its satire and discerning in its obersvation and directed at an exclusive but appre- 
clative audience. (Note publisher shift.) (LC: 53-7288) 














-h06- Fiction July 1, 1953 


OBITS-- OP CITS-- ORBITS 
July 27 Se 


Random House 


Gilbert, Anthony 
BLACK DEATH $2.50 

Crs Four victims of Teddy Lane agree that one of them is to remove their tormentor 
and, after a long period of nervewracking intimidation, the blackmailer is found dead. Mr. 
Arthur Crook gets his chance to straighten out the long shadows of old sins when the lovely 
Julia Silk is suspected of the deed and in proving her innocence clears the other three 
when he tags the real killer. Convincing. (IC: 53- 6923) 


August 26 
M.S. Mill 
I DIE POSSESSED $2.50 


The low down from down under as a corpse reports on the aftermath of his mrder 
(a cheap gimmick) and eavesdrops on his wife, friends and enemies in an attempt to deter- 
mine his killer. Blackmail, narcotics and extracurricular romance provide the artificial 
stimulants here for the case which is followed through the inquest and the trial of an 
innocent man, to its conclusion in which the dead man goads his killer to suicide. Imper- 
vious, this is also illiterate. (IC 53-9198) 


O'Sullivan, J.B. 


Field, Peter Morrow 
GUNS ROARING WEST $2.50 


The old familiar - in faces, Pat, Ezra and Sam; in places, Powder Valley and 
Dutch Springs, and in paces - for Pat takes the deputy's star to worry out the truth of the 
series of robberies in which Sheriff Haley has proved incompetent. The Kershaws are sus- 
pect and an omnipresent outlaw is fair game but a bank stickup, a fire, a jail delivery 
and a murder get Pat to horn if for a lead throwing finale. Still spry. (IC 53-10169) 


August 277 2 | 


Manor, Jason Viking 
TOO DEAD TO RUN $2.50 


A hard-knuckled California crime chase and clean-up returns Paul Case, legal 
assistant on a Senatorial committee, to his mative Peninsula City where his father's suicide 
had left an aftertaste of suspicion as well as grief. The murder of the incumbent Mayor in 
which Paul is framed, the election of his opponent who is a cover for a traffic which 
extends from narcotics to city contracts, all sustain a rough pace in which vigilance is 
never far from violence. Shrill. 


September 1 


Carr, Glyn Dutton 
THE YOUTH HOSTEL MURDERS $2.50 


Actor-manager Abercrombie Lewker (and all the world's his stage) lends his son- » 
orous prose to the local Welsh idiom in an inquiry into the death of a young member:of a 
youth hostel which is reminiscent of an earlier casualty. From cragsmen and climbs- and 
falls- this goes on to ghostly (witchcraft) as well as ghastly doings which have a more 
reasonable explanation in a rare picture theft. Stentorian. (IC: 53-6088) 
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September 2 


Fair, A. A. Morrow 
SOME WOMEN WON'T WAIT $2.50 


The who's telling who team of Bertha Cool and Donald Lam head into dollars 
and cookies in Honolulu when they are hired by Bicknell to protect Mira Woodford, widow 
of his partner. Blackmail, murder, oriental impassivity and their Santa Claus of 4 
client keep Bertha greedy and Donald doing OK with the dames. His sharp angles soften 
up the case and take care of the cash. Triphammer. (IC: 53-9229) 


September $ 


Tey, Josephine Macmillan 
ft THE MAN IN THE QUEUE $2.75 


* First in Macmillan's “Murder Revisited Series", this was published by Dutton, 
in 1929, under the pseudonym of Gordon Davict. It is Inspector Grant's first case and 
is solid proof for the unreliability of circumstantial evidence. Once the identity of 
the dead man in the theater queue has been established, Grant build up a whole case 
against a logical suspect, corners his quarry - and finds his doubts of the man's guilt 
are valid. The real killer is self-confessed and Grant is vindicated. No preparation 
for the ending weakens this - but for one more Tey, give thanks. 


September 9 
Lockridge, Richard & Frances Lippincott 
STAND UP AND DIE $2.50 


a 

Captain Heimrich (not a North in sight) confronted by a murdered mude, a 
footloose ex-GI, tangled inheritance and the truth that outs in a small, old West- 
chester town. Virginia's younger sister, Liz, has suffered from the dead girl's sly 
Slander and her share, now doubled, in their grandmother's will adds up against her. 
Grandmother's death, the doctor, a fiance, Virginia's past and a new drug, as an ex- 
periment in death, help Heimrich make the character fit the crime. Thorough and per- 
sistent. (LC: 53-8928) 


Daniels, John S. Lippincott 
THE NESTER $2.50 


Rod Devers, who had bought a spread and hung up his gun, takes it down again 
when he goes to ride and rod for rich Karl Hermann in order to pay off his debt on his 
land. Rod learns that wealth and wickedness are not synonomous; that Hermann is not 
his enemy and that disgruntled Abbot who wants his girl and his ranch offers the rea 
opposition. No high blood count, but a steady pulse. (LC: 53-8925) 


September 10 


Bellamy, Francis Rufus A. A. Wyn 
ATTA $3.00 


"A Most Extraordinary Adventure” is perhaps more strange than wonderful and 
deals with a man's reduction in size and induction into the world of the ant.This new 
landscape is both gargantuan and grotesque; his first contact, Atta, proves a faithful 
if rather glum companion; the struggle for survival is a constant factor in the complex 
communal organization of this species; and although his own victories offer him an 
opportunity for supremacy and tyranny, he decides to make his escape and finds himself 
back in his own world.... Have you got a good insecticide handy? (LC: 53-9425) 


September 11 _ 


Pearson, William Simon & Schuster 
THE BEAUTIFUL FRAME $2.50 — 


Vance Westfall, ready to claim the reward for having been missing for 29 days 


and not apprehended, returns to find himself sitting in the middle of police, an imper- 
sonator and a plot tied up with the Securities Exchange Bank. Not playing it by ear, 
he reframes the picture but mrder keeps him hiding out until he out~smarts his oppon- 


ents and recovers the stolen payroll. Double troubles for triple-cross. Complex. 
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BANTAM BOOKS for August 5 (Each $.25) 


Bennett, Dwight - LOST WOLF RIVER Hostovsky, Egon a MISS ING e 
Buchan, John - MOUNTAIN MEADOW Huxley, Aldous - ANTIC HAY 


Ullman, Allan and Fletcher, Lucille - NIGHT MAN 
Giants. (Each $.25) 


Lofts, Norah ~ THE LUTE PLAYER O'Dell, Scott- HILL OF THE HAWK 


Miller, Lee G. - THE STORY OF ERNIE PYLE Tucker, Lael - LAMENT FOR FOUR VIRGINS 
Pennant Books. (Each $.25) 

Burnett, W. R. - VANITY ROW Gillian, Michael - WARRANT FOR A WANTON 

Dawson, Peter - RULER OF THE RANGE Randall, Clay - SIX-GUN BOSS 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Conrad, Barnaby - MATADOR Malamud, Bernard - THE NATURAL 
Dawson, Peter - GUNSMOKE GRAZE McMullen, Mary - STRANGLE HOLD 
Fair, A. A. - DOUBLE OR QUITS Palmer, Stuart - FOUR LOST LADIES 
Gallico, Paul - TRIAL BY TERROR Quentin, Patrick - THE FOLLOWER 


Raine, William MacLeod - CHALLENGE TO DANGER 
($.35) - Allen, Hervey - BEDFORD VILLAGE 


DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY for August 24 


Anchor Books. (Each $.75) ae 


Alain-Fournier, Henri - THE WANDERER Trilling, Lionel - THE LIBERAL IMAGINATION 


Crime Club Classic - Charteris, Leslie - THE SAINT VS. SCOTLAND YARD ($2.00 - 8/13) 
Re-issue - Heyward, DuBose - PORGY ($2.50 - 8/13) 
GARDEN CIT¥ BOOKS for August 3 


Carson, Rachel - UNDER THE SEA WIND ($1.49) Peters, Frazier F. - HOW TO BUY A HOUSE ($1.50) 
Fishbein, M., M. D. - Ed, - THE MODERN HOME MEDICAL ADVISER (Revised, Pre-Pub. $4.45: $4.95) 


Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Baume, Eric - YANKEE WOMAN Lancaster, Bruce - NO BUGLES TONIGHT . 
Denker, Henry - SALOME, THE PRINCESS OF Pohl, Frederick - 4d. - SHADOW OF TOMORROW 
GALILEE 


GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Esar, Evan - &d. - ESAR'S JOKE DICTIONARY ($1.98) Louis, Joe - THE JOE LOUIS STORY ($1.49) 
THE MASTER GLOBAL STAMP OUTFIT - $25.00 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 


Giants. (Each $.35) 


Lawrence, D. H. - SONS AND LOVERS Leslie, Warren - THE BEST THING THAT EVER 
HAPPENED 


Mentor. ($,50) - Palgrave, F. T. - THE GOLDEN TREASURY (Exp. by Oscar Williams) 
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Reprints ~ The New American Library - continued 


Signet (Each $.25) 


Eaton, Frank - PISTOL PETE Keogh, Theodora - STREET MUSIC 
Heinlein, R.A.- Ed. - TOMORROW, THE STARS Taylor, Sam S. - NO HEAD FOR HER PILLOW 
Vittorini, Elio - THE RED CARNATION | 


POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Brand, Max - SINGLE JACK Davis, Maxine - WOMAN'S MEDICAL PROBLEMS 
Buck, Pearl S. - PORTRAIT OF A MARRIAGE Fosdick, Harry E.-THE MAN FROM NAZARETH 
Curtiss, Ursula - CATCH A KILLER Gardner, Erle Stanley - TWO CLUES 


Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 


Boccaccio, Giovanni - TALES FROM THE DECAMERON Street, James - OH, PROMISED LAND 


Buck, Pearl S. - PAVILION OF WOMEN Thane, Elswyth - YANKEE STRANGER 
Mager, N.H. & S.K. - THE POCKET HOUSEHOLD Twain, Mark A. - A CONNECTICUT YANKEE 
ENCYCLOPEDIA IN KING ARTHUR'S COURT 


POPULAR LIBRARY (Each $.25) 


Gann, Ernest K. - ISLAND IN THE SKY O'Mara, Jim - RUSTLER OF THE OWLHORNS 
Haycox, Ernest - FREE GRASS Peters, Bill - BLONDES DIE YOUNG 
Matthews, T.S. - DARLING, I HATE YOU Williams, Robert V. - THE HARD WAY 


Giants. (Each $.35) 


Gallagher, Thomas - THE GATHERING DARKNESS Moray, Helga - TISA 
N ON - eh ee ooh Ge a 
MUST BOOK 
September 14 
Lindbergh, Charles A. Scribner 
THE SPIRIT OF ST. LOUIS $5.00 


* A first person singular (and very swell) and present imperative, this is the 
full story of which the SEP published ten installments under the title 33 Hours to Paris 
and merits an even more special place than his earlier ‘WE It begins in 1926, when he 
was a pilot on the St. Louis-Chicago mail route, and decided to try for the Orteig 
prize to be awarded for an Atlantic crossing, and follows every step of his careful, 
detailed, concentrated methods in getting backers and the plane of his dreams. The 
little black notebook in which everything was jotted down; the setbacks and the budget- 
ing; the careful think-through which had its conclusion in the building of his machine 
in California where there was also the constant study of unmapped routes. The testing 
of The Spirit of St. Louis. on its first flights and on the trip to St. Louis; the 
amazement of the transcontinental run when they arrived in New York; the nuisance of 
the newspapermen and the friendly help that was offered; the sudden decision to take 
off when the weather opened up and then the hour by hour solo flight. Here, in flash- 
backs and self communion as the hours pass by and the technical demands of navigation 
and flying are taken care of, fighting off sleep, is the picture of his life, his fa- 
mily and all the little incidents dearly remembered in solitude - a solitude where 
"change is my friend” and "there is no alternative but death and failure". Through fog, 
over cloud and alone in uncharted space the soliloquy gains in effectiveness; doubts 
as to his course are answered by "I must, I will"; and he flies to e terrifically tri- 
umphant ending. This is the phenomenon of Lindbergh for all to see, to remember and to 
know - and perhaps to marvel at. Book of the Month selection for September. Illustrations. 
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A Selective Perspective 


With the start of the fall season, these three are worth your attention and may attract 

better than average sales; Andre Maurois, an old hand, has a new biography of George 

Sand- LELIA (Harper); Louise Hall Tharp's UNTIL VICTORY (Little, Brown) is.also a sub- 6 
stantial biography but one wonders whether Horace Mann has. the popular attraction of 

her earlier Peabody sisters; and Gerald M. Durrell’s THE OVERLOADED ARK (Viking) is 


unabashed natune reporting. See below for. reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
July 20 


Dutton 


Cohen Israel 
TRAVELS IN JEWRY $5.00 
Travels in Jewry, covering "some thirty Jewish communities in different parts 
of Europe", mostly between the first and second World Wars, is a verbose,diffuse narrative. 
Descriptions of synagogues, ghettos, business enterprises and the treatment of the Jews 
under various governments is sandwiched between excessive details about hotels, railroads, 
and restaurants, and further hampered by an archaic prose style and a Zionist bias which 
excludes assimilationist Jews and thus leaves the picture incomplete. Only the reader 
with sufficent background in Jewish history and expressions will find this a partial 
supplement of events and personalities. Illustrations and index. (IC: 53-6068) 


August 10 . 
Barton, Otis | Crowell 
THE WORLD BENEATH THE SEA $3.50 — 
The title is misleading in that it immediately suggests a book similar to the * 


Cousteau, Diole, etc., titles. It is not entirely devoted to aquatic activities for the 
author has also shore, jungle, forest and treetop interests coupled to his moving picture 
ventures; he is really a gadgeteer and it is rather the mechanical problems that he con- 
centrates on than the specifically scientific or personal. He was the one who designed 
and operated Dr. Beebe's bathysphere which he has recently bettered as the benthoscope}; 
he demonstrated an improved self-contained diving suit and has worked on fishtraps, bang- 
sticks and a tree top climber. His dream is still, however, photography a mile down in 
the water. This is the story of some thirty years in deep diving, museum collecting 
missions and assorted cinematic projects; his travels take him from Bermuda to the Pacific 
and Panama, to Hawaii, Australia, California, French Equatorial Africa and other assorted 
stops; his accounts of fish and underseas photography are followed by experiences with 
gorillas, monkeys, kangaroos, bats and other dry-landers. A footloose fellow's variety 
of adventures underlines the mechanical and personal for a somewhat different audience 
than the title indicates. Illustrated with photographs. (IC: 52-13123) 


Corbett, Scott Crowell 
WE CHOSE CAPE COD $3.50 


The author of The Reluctant Landlord (reported in 1950, p. 200) has hied himself 
to a new dwelling and so provides his readers with a bit of Cape Cod living. Living on an 
elbow of a neck, when the neck is Quivet Neck on the Cape, making friends with old new- 
comers - anyone who wasn't born there - and with the natives, all of whom are either Sears 
or Crowells, can be quite an experience. On this pleasant Cape trip the reader gets in 
the know about clamming, cranberrying, fishing; about the functioning of the Ladies' Aid 
Society, the community church, the socials, the town meetings. The Cape, with its seeth- : 
ing summer season of invaders, its rich autumn and not so snowless winter, gives a tang 
to this tale of the first year of small town living. We leave the Corbetts in the thick 
of town activities, and many a nostalgic semi-Caper will enjoy joining them by page ex- 


press. (IL: 5713127) 
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August 10 


Thomes, Peggy Iris Crowell 
GASOLINE GYPSY $3.00 — 


A carefree chronicle of hitting the road follows a British miss from Van- 
couver to Mexico to New York, when with enterprise-.-and even more enthusiasm- but no 
cash- she set off on her motorcyle with a pup tent and an Airedale. Reaching California 
with less than a dollar, she stopped over there as a fruit picker and later took a job 
in a plywood plant, until with a little money on hand, she continued south to Mexico. 
Meals on bananas and buns; nights in a gas station and even one in a bar; hand outs 
and helping handss3 and constant tire’ and wheel trouble on her return trip- all mark 
her journey with difficulties rather than dangers... That old vagabond song- with 
windblown effects- and the expected buoyancy- for fellow travellers in the comfort 
of the home. (LC: 53-8841) 


Ellison, Joseph W. Hastings House 
TUSITALA OF THE SOUTH SEAS $5 .00 


This record of R. L. Stevenson's South Seas odysseyccontains all the delight 
of the romantic reality which was the essence of the author and his later life. Steven- 
son's affinity for the sea, his quicksilver temperament, his charm, his sense of jus- 
tice, his warmth and gaiety, his self esteem are conveyed through his deeds, conversa- 
tions, letters. To the Marquesans, the Hawaiians, the Tahitians, the Gilbertese, and 
most of all to the Samoans among whom he settled, Stevenson was known and loved as 
Tusitala, the teller of tales. Taking the troubles of his Samcan friends to heart, 
Stevenson became involved in the three-power struggle for Samoa, backed Mataafa in 
his unsuccessful revolt, and wrote numerous letters on the Samoan situation to the 
London Times and Pall Mall Gazette. The responsive devotion of the natives was evi- 
denced by the Road of the Loving Heart which they hacked out of the forest to Vailima, 
his isolated "flash-house" where he wrote, entertained, and died. Stevenson's life at 
Vailima, his encounters and friendships with the natives, his writing, moreover the 
native life itself are treated with warmth and facility. The book has the dual charm 


of the romance of the literary Scotchman and that of remote places and lives.(1C:53-7850) 


August 12 


Brennan, Niall Sheed & Ward 
THE MAKING OF A MORON $2.50 


An individualistic and occasionally contentious inquiry into and commentary 
on man, and his working life, which begins with the successful use of mental defectives 
in industry, and leads on to the effect of industry on the healthier mentality. From 
factories to mills to department stores, a series of jobs- skilled, semi-skilled, and 
unskilled has led to the observations here on the requisites of each, and the effects 
on the mind and morale of the worker. Among the conclusions reached are the fact that 
"to be one thing, and to be doing something unrelated to it" is difficult; that a job 
which is only a vehicle for getting money, security or status is dangerous; and that 
product or work for profit cannot replace production of work for use and service. All 
else leads to the "making of a moron" or the mutilation of man... A sardonic but stimu- 
lating and always thoughtful examination which has both psychological and philosophical 
implications. Limited. (LC: 53-9632) 


August 13 


THE AMERICAN HOME COOKBOOKS Doubleday 
each $1.00 


These are the first six titles in a new series: 101 BALADS(1C:53-5952); 101 
CASSEROLES (1C:53-5953); 101 MEATS (LC:53-5954); 101 PIES (1C:53-5955); 101 CAKES 
(10253-5956); and 101 QUICKIES (1C:53-5957). Each booklet will have a semi-concealed 
plastic spiral binding and a plastic coated cover; it will open length-wise so that 
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the recipe will be on the left hand side of a double spread, and the right hand side will 

carry a photo illustration of the finished product. The titles are self-evident; the 

Quickies include recipes for all courses which can be prepared under less than an hour and ra 
often half an hour for the hurried housewife. ‘The menus which have been selected from the 
American Home magazine are family-styled and while this may not be continental cooking, 

there are some international touches and quite a few ways in which to vary the hamburger 

and the tuna fish. And there will be considerable display material for the series which 

will be distributed from the supermarkets on up through the bookshops. 


August 17 


Jarrell, Randall Knopf 
POETRY AND THE AGE $4 .00 


An excellent collection of critical essays by the distinguished young poet and 
present critic of The Nation, in which magazine much of this material has appeared as well 
as in the Kenyon Review and others. The volume opens with a defense of poetry- the Obscurity 
of the Poet which was originally given as a lecture at Harvard. The next two essays, by 
far the finest in the book, are appreciations of Robert Frost which add stature to both 
the critic and his subject and show breadth, insight and discrimination. The Age of Criticism 
takes a sharp crack at the puerile and pusillanimous writing which fills many of our jour- 
nals. John Ransome, Wallace Stevens, Walt Whitman, Marianne Moore and others are under 
discussion in an intelligent appraisal of contemporary poets. A book for devotees, students, a 


teachers. (IC: 52-12173) | 


August 20 , | 
Cassou, Jean & Grigson, Geoffrey Harcourt, Brace 
THE FEMALE FORM IN PAINTING $4.95. & 


Two critics, one from France and one from England, make an incisive, provocative 
study, in essay and a fine collection of representational plates, of the female nude form 
as it has been painted through the centuries from the Renaissance to the present day. While 
M. Cassou has written an extremely sharp bird's eye view of the changing social trends that 
underlie styles and feelings in painting, Mr. Grigson in his longer essay is more personal | 
in his comments on particular artists and their work. He dwells at length on Titian and 
Rubens- and on the concepts of myth, the ideal and the sensuous, at times taking interesting 
issue with M. Cassou who for example, calls Cranach's nudes angular, awkward and stripped 
while his colleague later speaks of them as human and natural. Both men have substantial 
things to say about French modern painting from Ingres on through Picasso, and of the amaz- 
ing involutions of tradition and innovation. Both agree on the closer contact of modern 
painters with life itself. Illustrated with excellently reproduced black and white plates 
this will delight the art lover with a more than general interest, the sociologist with a 
particular one. 


August 26 


Cheesman, Evelyn William Sloane 
INSECTS: THEIR SECRET WORLD | $3.00 


From the physical structure of insect bodies, on to their organs of sense and 
beyond, the author, a recognized entomologist and geographer, who has been Curator of 
Insects to the Zoological Society of London, presents a close study of land, air and 
aquatic species based on personal observation and scientific records. Here are the protec- 
tive mimetic forms, the facts (and some conclusions) of regular and spasmodic migrations, 
the interwoven lives of plants and insects, the fight against pests, community activities @ 
in food storage and defense, instinctive response and complicated group and individual 
operations - among the 22 classified orders of insects. Ants, wasps and bees from the 
higher orders, mosquitoes, grasshoppers, butterflies, locusts, flies, worms, weevils, 
termites are some who offer illustrations of the individual characteristics and whose in- 
teresting actions are under close scrutiny. A good introduction for a hobby (only a mag- 
nifying glass necessary) and, with its detailed reporting,of value to the serious student. 


16 line illustrations by Arthur Smith. (IC: 53-7710) 
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Rusk, Howard A. & Doubleday 
Taylor, Eugene J.- et. al. $4.00 
LIVING WITH .A.DISABILITY 







































For the disabled and the people who live with them, a practical encyclopedia 
of helpful appliances and suggestions that covers the field of rehabilitation thera- 
peutics from eating to getting around away from home. In compiling their material, 
the authors who work with the Institute of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at 
the New York University-Bellevue Medical center have combined popular common sense 
psychology and solid mechanical information to make a readable volume for the layman. 
Principles of variety and interest, developing self assurance, and doing things with 
the least amount of energy are sensibly stressed in chapters on dressing, keeping up 
appearances, re-mastering former skills such as typing, writing or telephoning, in a 
different way, getting around the house and the kitchen, seeing and playing with 
other people. Illustrated with many: hn a The market and value of a book 
like this are ever present. (LC: 53-7984 


Simonhoff, Harry oS - so Philosophical Library 
| UR: GIBARIE SKIES | $3.50 


_ An extensive travelogue and: commentary of Jews throughout the world, this 
out-distances Travels. in evelogue, report 'on P. 410) and probes the history of Jewry 
from various angles and to various degrees in Europe, the Americas, South Africa, 
India and Israel. He reviews the World War II record of the British Isles, Northern 
Europe the Land of the Herrenvolk and La Belle France;considers the present Jewish 
position in these countries; surveys the old attitudes evident in the literature of 
England and Germany, finding space for some blazing words on Bevin as well as Hitler. 
His approach to the Jewish position in regard to Church and state in the Eternal City 
disregards the broader Italian picture in which the Florentine Jews played a large 
role, and another historical tack is. used on Spain. The comments on India provide 
an unusual footnote, as does a legend of Safad. <A large portion of the book is de- 
voted to Jewry in the Southern United States, with a long final chapter on the Miami 
Community. This gains interest for those involved with the past and present of the 
Jews less from the author's interpretations than from his off the beaten track 
coverage. Glossary and index. 

August 28 


de Camp, L. Sprague Hermitage House 
SCIENCE-FICTION HANDBOOK $3.50 


Fourth in The Professional Writers Library, this is a workshop book which, 
besides fundamentals of the craft, includes material on other aspects of this mush- 
rooming field. The history and past practitioners of imaginative fiction; current 
developments; the markets and editers and the reading fandom; profiles of 18 name 
writers; these make up a good part of the book. The rest is concerned with specifics- 
skills and equipment for a writing career, ideas and plotting, techniques and selling. 
There are notes, a bibliography and an index. Should be invaluable for aspirants and 
with its wide coverage, is not too elementary for workers already in the field. 


August 31 


Morris, Lloyd Macmillan 
& Smith, Kendall § CEILING UNLIMITED $6.50 


All the bits and pieces that make up the story of modern flight are here 
assembled and combine to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Wright brothers' 
achievement at Kittyhawk. There is a detailed record of their work and an intimate 
picture of them as businessmen, pilots ‘and inventors and international figures; there 
are the stories too of Chanute, Langley, Santos and Dumont and how the first channel 
flight was the start of the shrinking of the earth. And from Buropean ‘interest to 
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American apathy, experiments with air machines went on, to air clubs, some commercial fly- 

ing and exciting and lethal air meets. Then World War I proved the high military value of 

the airplane and with it the constant bickering in the services over its possession; re- > 
cords for altitude, speed and distance piled up. The "aggressively unwanted" air mail had 

its beginnings and produced Lindbergh to conquer space - and people. And on, to work that 

the planes have done, the rapid development of air travel - and the rocket and jet age. A 
crowded but not confused picture, this is an absorbing projection of the personal, techni- 

cal, economic, historic, national and international aspects of a 20th century miracle which 
should more than satisfy all air minded readers and students. 116 illustrations.: 


August 2? 72 ' 


Viking 


Bischoff, Ilse 
DRIVE SLOWLY - SIX DOGS $3.75 ¢ 
First there was the dachshund Pumpernickel, bought in Germany as a gift for a 
friend and never given away; when Pumpi needed companionship, Rosie was imported; then, 
somehow or other ideas of poodles were made real in Coco, who produced Pitty-pat, Jeppy 
and Monkey - all to be sold, of course - but - all remained to become household pets. 
And when you learn that the author had always been aloof to canine charms, in fact wholly 
uninterested, you'll see what a complete capitulation she made. And what a whole new 
world she encountered - ailments, breeding, whelping, dogfights, city living and the ne- 
cessity for country expansion (Vermont), the importance of winning the maids, first Emma 
then Constanze, to an acceptance of the dogs and bitches as part of the family, and the 
unending responsibility of all the animals' health and welfare. All six have their 
stories, too, some are naughty, some are gay and all have a warm appeal for every leash 
and collar slave for none are stickily sentimental in spite of her real feeling for her 
sextet (even when Pumpi dies there are still six with a new poodle puppy). Very plea- 
sant indeed and handsome photographic illustrations. (LC: 53-8819) ale 


September 2 


Hutheesing, Raja Harper 
THE GREAT PEACE $3.50 


Further fruit of the visits of Indian cultural delegations to China (see Report 
on Mao's China, the Moraes book, April 15 bulletin, p. 280), the present book is a faith- 
ful record of Mr. Hutheesing's very conducted tour through China in 1952. Urban Peking 
provides meetings with Mao, Chou, and the painter Chi Pei-She and evidences the formality 
of arrangements made to show only the best foot of a nation being forced forward. The 
rural projects point up the problems of the regime in dealing with a peasantry delighted 
in their new landowning, economically an untenable situation. Internally he feels that 
the fate of Communism lies in the relation between farmer and worker. Internationally, 
Mao's “Asian sense" seems to be a power policy which will lead to unity with Southeast 
Asia; the author feels that the Chinese consider his own India unliberated from British 
domination. The relentless exile and financial squeeze of British businessmen is again 
an indication of foreign policy. The clean-up and educational squad with its branches 
in brain-washing, "reform through labor", confessionals, propaganda on American use of 
germ warfare is also observed through Indian eyes. While generally upholding the ideas 
of the Moraes book, the present one does not consider the possibilities of Communism in 
India nor the history of China leading to totalitarianism, and remains more of a report 
of things seen than an inclusive commentary. (LC: 53-7736) 


Maurois, Andre Harper 


R LELIA $5.00 > 


The smooth flow and facile perceptiveness of Andre Maurois' writing shapes a 
complete and convincing biography of George Sand. A feminist, socialist, prolific writer, 
libertine, and sincere seeker of absolutes, Maurois captures her in all these moods and 
conveys much of his own fascination with the life of 19th century France through which she 
moved. Using one of her novels, the autobiographical Lelia as a focal point, he reveals 
her controversial personality with its many shadings; as a "conscientious objector" 
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to marriage and domineering, matriarchal champion of a free love which led to associa- 
tions with the cream of the century's artists from de Musset to Chopin; as a hard work- 
ing rather than great thinker on political reform which championed ideas from the my- 
sticism of Rousseau to an ideal communism; as the frustrated commentator on a woman- 
kind which she considered enslaved; as an energetic proponent of belles lettres who 

won respect and friendship from Sainte-Beugve, Balzac, Flaubert. Always frank, always 
forward, she was a thorn in many sides as well as her own, and enjoyed the elaborate 
personal intrigues which others might find encumbering... A striking figure, to which 
Maurois' polished prose lends a popular attraction. (LC: 53-7740) 


September 2 


0 
4 -Rodahl, Kaare Harper 
aoa NORTH $3.50 


The only civilian-scientist member of Project Icicle writes not only - and 
excitingly- of the plotting and planning for the settlement of the floating ice is- 
land, T-3, but also of the whole background of arctic life and makes very real the 
problems of the environment and the importance of the vast northern areas. With a 
history of polar exploration and the education in exploiting the phenomena of nature 
to the utmost, a study of polar life and the human factors, he contrasts the techni- 
cal developments and modern research against the constant factors of cold darkness, 
diet and haphazard carelessness and goes into the fascinating story of T-3. The 
search for a suitable spot; the planning for the preliminary exploration of the island, 
the supplies and equipment and the details of the proposed camp; and finally the take- 
off and flight to T-3. And after hazardous arrival, the new challenge of digging in 
for a temporary test which was turned into success as the project continued and a 
permanent base established. From three men to 33, from tents to regular quarters, 
with electric power, full scientific exploration of all aspects of necessary informa- 
tion, this is a tribute to the Alaskan Air Command and the men who made a theory 
practical. A meticulous accounting (whose beginning was Life-din 1952) of an un- 
usual phase of modern polar exploration, this should satisfy the most demanding of 
house-bound heroes. Illustrated. (LC: 53-5381) 


September 3 


Gibson, Walter Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BOAT $2.50 


Report repeated from the April lst bulletin, as follows: "An account of hu- 
man endurance and survival reduces this narrative of an ordeal to the bare-~ and brute- 
facts which have a certain appalling sensationalism. For Gibson, who was abqard the 
Dutch ship Rooseboomwhich was torpedoed on its way out of Malaya, was one of 135 sur- 
vivors who took off in a lifeboat built to hold 28 which was adrift for four weeks 
before it hit an island reef. By this time, only Gibson, a Chinese girl and two crazed 
Japanese sailors were aboard, and in the interim it traces the sickening spiral of de- 
terioration in which minds crack before the body, and in which murder and suicide and 
cannibalism write a finish to human suffering where starvation, thirst and the con- 
stant glaze of the sun destroyed with a relentless monotony and intensity... A slim 
(and it's probably just as well) chronicle- to which a brief account of a previous 


jungle escape is appended." (LC: 53-5112) 
September 9 


Caldwell, Charles W., Jr. Lippincott 
MODERN FOOTBALL FOR THE SPECTATOR $2.95 


With the many new techniques, rules, systems which have changed this sport in 
its particulars if not in its fundamentals, this description of the game should be of 
real value to kibbitzers on the sidelines who will profit by a little coaching. The or- 
ganization and selection of the teams; the field; officials and the signals they use; 
formations; offensive and defensive plays and the problems of the players in the vari- 
ous positions- all make up an analysis and explanation of the game which posits a main 
principle- don't keep your eye on the ball. Diagram illustrations emphasize the pro- 
cedures of play. For the grads in the grandstands, this is sure to intensify spectator 
sportsmanship and enjoyment. 
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Sergeant, Elizabeth Shepley Lippincott 
WILLA CATHER: 4A Memoir $3.50 





Report repeated from the May lst bulletin, as follows: "Here at last is a lively, 
honest, if inevitably incomplete, picture of Willa Cather in which we begin to discern the 
outlines of the real person. The book is no way resembles E. K. Brown's rather heavy cri- 
tical biography, devoted primarily to evaluating the novels (a factor that has its place 
in this memoir, but in different balance). It is perhaps more like Edith Lewis’ small 
volume, Willa Cather. Living (both Knopf- reported on page. 46). But there are vast differ- 
ences. Charming and affectionate as Miss Lewis' book is, with occasional flashes of in- 
sight, it tends to conceal rather than reveal. Miss Sergeant, while respecting Miss 
Cather's desire for privacy, gets around the interdiction regarding her letters by para- 
phrasing many of them. We get in this way much of the color and pungency of the corres- 
pondence, the claim that it was ‘colloquial, vivid, frank and at times emotional’. Miss 
Sergeant knew her from 1910 until her death in 1947. In the early years of their friend- 
ship, Miss Sergeant was privy to many of the decisions at turning points in Miss Cather's 
career; encouraged her to give up journalism for creative writing; shared with her a com- 
mon love for France which they knew and visited often. She gives a portrait of a real 
person, complex, vigorous, colorful, warm, extremely individualistic and somewhat crotch- 
ety. She knew her in many situations,- at McClure's, at Bank Street, in Boston, at Red 
Cloud, in France, in the Southwest. She tells many revealing anecdotes and sidelights, 
and in her research has brought up some fresh material. Miss Sergeant's own tart New 
England tongue lends spice to the memoirs. As author and publicist herself, there was 
conflict along with deep regard and affection and understanding. Her book-is a weldéome 


addition." (LC: 52-13732) 


Misheiker, Betty Morrow ie 
WINGS ON HER PETTICOAT $3.00 * 


This is the story of Mama - sometimes of Papa - and her unflagging belief in 
her abilities which united her. family but which kept her eyes angry. For Papa was not 
as rich as everyone thought; Papa went to try his fortune in South Africa and, with the 
war, Mama was going to join him. With three children she made her way from Libau, on 
the Baltic, through Russia, Japan - and finally to Durban - two years of travel, with 
little money, sickness, hunger, strange interludes and small miracles - only to find 
Papa trading with the natives. Mama's bustlings drove them into town, with soap making, 
cosmetics, syrups and assortments of make-do products to keep them going; there were 
automobiles and a piano - and another baby (the author); there was Uncle Max, real 
estate, cattle, chickens, a bakery which all combine to portray a forceful, dynamic, 
perhaps, obstinate female whose husband and children adjusted -.or else. .The distaff. ~ 
side in unpredictable disturbances, in foreign lands. (IC: 53-9230) 


Announcing for September. io 


Madrigal, Margarita Doubleday 
MADRIGAL'S MAGIC KEY TO SPANISH $4.95 


By Miss Madrigal whose "Invitations" to other languages have been so successful 
(Invitation to Spanish has sold 200,000 copies since it appeared in 1943), this intro- 
duces a new method of learning the language- not by memory- but by association with the 
English language. Through the first few lessons, a large vocabulary can be developed 
easily and painlessly; progress tests enable the student to gauge his mastery of the ma- 
terial; and it is claimed that even the complete novice can attain proficiency in this 
language on the basis of this one book. With the widening tourist travel in Spain as he 
well as in South American countries, this is assured of a steady sale. 30 Linecut 
illustrations. (IC: 52-13566) 
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September 10 















* jo lynd, Albert Little, Brown- A.M.P. 
Le . QUACKERY IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS $3.50 


* Report repeated from page 96, as follows: "A spirited and heated but at all 
times substantiated attack against 'quackery'- which is essentially progressivism- in 
our schools today. The charge is levelled against the public schools but many private 
schools cannot escape the sphere of guilt there. Lynd, as a former professor and as 
@ concerned and active parent now, has assembled some fairly indisputable evidence on 
the lowering of learning and literacy in schools where the 'real needs' curriculum 
has displaced the fundamentals and an ‘activity’ program of room care and household 
pets prevails over arithmetic ('distasteful medicine') and foreign languages which 
‘offer meagre possibilities' (Kilpatrick). The attack here broadens to degrees ac- 
quired on subjects of complete unimportance (plumbing facilities, the basketball free 
throw); to the teachers' demand for immunity from effective lay scrutiny; to the 
scramble for degrees and semester hours and the shameless course-manufacturing at 
teachers' colleges; to the theory of neopedagogy which had its inception in Rousseau, 
Pestalozzi, Dewey, but its championship in the fuzzy philosophy ('a collection of 
emotive words') of Kilpatriek; and finally to the conclusion that we must raise our 
standards of teaching and the teachers' level of remuneration to restore the dignity 
of the profession and the dignity of sound scholarship... A stimulating, combative, 
cogent critique of the debasement of teaching and learning achievement in this 
country. (LC: 52-12627) 












Komroff, Manuel A. A. Wyn 
BIG CITY, LITTLE BOY $2.50 







In this publisher's new: Growing Up In America Series, this is an easy, en- 
gaging but minor memoir of a boyhood spent on the "enchanted isle” of Manhattan at 
the turn of the century. It tells of his life with his grandparents in a little 
apartment over the cigar store his granpa owned, and of the many people of all na- 
tionalities that he met. The child of divorced parents, and the son of the second 
woman lawyer "whose picture was in the paper", young Manuel seems to have accepted — : 
his life with great aplomb and a stammer was the only mark of his divided: home. 

His interests ranged from the first automobiles to a shoemaker and his handmade shoes. 

He was nine before he made his first trip to the country- for his great grandfather's 
funeral. He loved bonfires, gang fights, and the waterfront, and all in all he had 

every reason to be glad that the world did not end on New Year's Eve- 1900- as he 

had been led to believe that it would.... Friendly, family reading, which has however 

none of the thoughtful distinction of Alfred Kazin's Manhattan memoir- 4 Walker in 

the City (Harcourt, 1951). (LC: 53-9426) pe 











September 14 ~ 












Coward-McCann _ 
DENNIS MILLER BUNKER $3.00 |“ 





Gammell, R.H. Ives 











A silhouette of the young 19th century portraitist who in spite of his 
death at the age of 29 has a "permanent place in the history of his country's art". 
A biographical memoir traces his talented childhood and studies in New York- then 
Paris; his return to Boston (and his dislike of its provincialism) where he taught 
with considerable success; his friendships with Sargent and Mrs. Gardner who became 
his patrons; followed by a study of his portraits, figure pieces and landscapes, and 
and an-appraisal of his art- its poise, perfectionism and "delicate statement of 
beauty".... For artists, and students of art, as it is questionable whether this 
little known name will carry to a wider circle. (IC: 53-7057) 
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Tharp, Louise Hall Little, Brown 
UNTIL VICTORY: Horace Mann and Mary Peabody $5.00 


A parallel period piece to The Peabody Sisters. of Salem, this lacks perhaps the * 
flair and appeal of outstanding personalities as evidenced in the earlier book since Mary 
Peabody was the most self-effacing of the Peabody sisters and Horace Mann's life here is 
viewed in the sphere of public service rather than private life. His first project, the 
establishment of a public asylum for the insane at Worcester at a time when lunatics were 
interned under brutal conditions, led on to his prolonged crusade for free education in 
the United States. Mary Peabody, who became his second wife, was at that time engaged in 
progressive teaching techniques with her sister, Elizabeth, and shared his vision. Mann's 
fight for his ideals, which brought him into bitter opposition with Daniel Webster, began 
when he was elected Secretary of the Massachusetts Board of Education and the controversy 
continued throughout the nation and the world during his tenure of the Presidency at Antioch. 
But he served his ideal faithfully, and died secure in the knowledge that he need not “be 
ashamed to die" since he had "won some victory for humanity". Perhaps not for the wide 
audience of the first which had the stimulus of a book club selection, but a substantial 
and often stirring biography for the thoughtful readers and interested followers of the 


earlier book. (IC: 53-7321) 


fae 
Daniels, Dr. Anna K. 1/ Prentice-Hall 
THE MATURE WOMAN: HER RICHEST YEARS $3.95 


Based on the theory that the menopause need not mean the "end of love", Dr. 
Daniels routs many of the unfounded fears and superstititions that are attached to this 
time and recruits some helpful physical and emotional facts. The medical techniques that 
have been developed and the value of hormone therapy; the more practical conduct of your 
yife- the ways in which to slow up gracefully along with acquiring new interests; all this 
leads up to sexual relationships with an outspoken chapter on the "art of love" for those & 
women who may feel that it is escaping them. Reassuring reading, much like the books of 
Marie Stopes, although we feel that this must be a withering woman's market by now. 


(LC: 53-7956) my 


Dubkin, Leonard ‘ Putnam 
WOLF POINT $3.50 »- 


An imaginative communion with the past carries the story of a spot of land back- 
ward in time. As a businessman, the author (who has written The White Lady andEnchanted 
Streets.) plays hooky on a little point of land on the Chicago River and the trancelike 
influence it has for him sends him to every volume relating to the history of his city and 
that particular area. From information on Wolf Point he recreates the life of Robert Collyer, 
a Unitarian minister of the 19th century; of John and Kitty Wright, early settlers in the 
18th century; of Jean Nicolet, under Champlain and explorer of the 17th century; and of the 
Indian princess who was the basis of a legend before that. Time travel in meditative terms, 
this brightens. and polishes history from a personal point of view. A pleasant trip. 


(Le: 53-8158) 


Delpech, Jeanine Roy 
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE DUCHESS OF PORTSMOUTH $3.75 


A considered and careful biography of Breton born Louise de Keroualle who was to 
become the mistress of Charles II of England has its orientation in the facts of a life 
played out against the exquisite and elaborate intrigue of the times, rather than in the 
less known facets of a personality which retains the curiosity of the unknown. Ambitious, 
proud, beautiful but dowerless, the Duchess was to be loved by a great King but hated by 
his people and her own, and had her entree into noble circles as Maid of Honor to the 
Duchess of Orleans, Charles' sister. Going on to the court of Charles, inconstant and 
intemperate, she spent a year resisting and refusing, and her capitulation gained her 
little save wealth and titles. She was still to share him with Nell Gwynne and the Duch- 
ess of Cleveland; she never secured the recognition of their son; and he became indiffer- 
ent to her tears, reproaches, her failing health and fading beauty until just before his 
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death she regained a certain ascendancy... The shameless extravagance and sensuality 
of these times, the intricate political and romantic dissimulation, all play their 
part in a profile which is as much a period piece and a substantial restoration of 


the times. (IC: 53-10349) 
ya 
September 21% |5 


Chapin, Earl V. Abelard 
LONG WEDNESDAYS $3.00 


Another account of a rural weekly newspaper is reminiscent of /t Happens 
Every Thursday (Macrae-Smith-1951) particularly in its consistently insolvent condi- 
tion and the experiences of a country editor harassed by obsolete equipment and de- 
villed by printer's devils. The Tamarack Sentinel which went to press on Wednesday 
night and could still be found there two days later was partly the victim of its 
community- on the way to becoming a ghost town until Chapin's fight for a new road 
opened up new business as well. His opposition of Pilkey, the wealthiest retailer 
but a crooked operator, cost him his best account and the competition of a rival 
sheet; the expense of a new linotype was followed by that of a new press with the 
breakdown of old Betsy; but the Sentinel survived all these occupational hazards 
and Chapin had his own (doubtful) reward with his election as Mayor in an unsus- 
pected write-in campaign... Not much news value here, but a relaxed account of trial, 
error and achievement. (LC: 53-8363) 


Field, S. S. Farrar, Straus & Young 
AMERICAN DRINK BOOK $6.00 


A bibacious baedeker returns to early times and historic taprooms and 
taverns for the first recorded recipes of a rum cocktail and on to Flips and Punches 
and Soothers. But for the modern host and bartender, there is full information on 
table wines and others (varieties- tastes- uses- purchases- etc.) both domestic and 
imported, while the quicker liquors take him through whiskies, brandies, gin, li- 
queurs, beer. Bartending equipment and procedures preface the formulae for 100 great 
American drinks, and a special section of recipes of edibles which include wine or 
liquor concludes a convival coverage of kindred spirits... The veritas about vinos, 
and a book for the weekend guest or working host. (IC: 53-9118) 


Hutchins, Robert M. ) P/N Harper 
CONFLICT IN EDUCATION es as ee $2.00 


With seven tracts (among them- Higher Learning in America; Morals, Religion 
and Higher. Education) and staunch sponsorship of the "100 Great Books" plan in edu- 
cation to his credit, the former Chancellor of the University of Chicago makes a 
strong case for the all importance of liberal arts. To prove his point, Mr. Hutchins 
first digecusses three alternatives. These are- the theory that education's aim 
should be to adapt the individual to the environment; that it should be to meet im- 
mediate needs at vocational and specialization levels; that it should be to reform 
society. The first he rejects on the grounds that the adjustment is often to a bad 
or childish environment. The fault of the second lies in improper identification 
of needs and consequent disintegration of learning's bulk. In the third he draws 
particular attention to misconceptions of Dewey with the contention that reforms 
are too often preconceived and limiting and that this system makes little provision 
for a continuing future. And so with a heartening vigour that dispels the notion 
that a liberal education is strictly for the elite, the author calls for a thorough, 
and early, study of mankind by way of the broad ideational backgrounds that made 
the present and without which we cannot build a future. Think about this one. 


(LC: 53-8539) 
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Gelber, Lionel Henry Schuman € 
THE AMERICAN ANARCHY $3.50 





The same kind of uncompromising exposition and interpretation on a high intel- 
lectual plane as characterized the author's Reprieve from War (see June 1, 1950 bulletin, 
p. 327) is in evidence in the present thought piece which evaluates democracy and liberal- 
ism in an era of bigness. From the viewpoint of international relations he considers 
what in a free social order of “organized magnitude” has served to weaken the defense of 
this free world order. The nineteenth century revaluation of man has been submerged in 
totalitarian states and suffered a sea change in our industrial society. The groups 
formed by industrialism are mechanical; human energies are deflected into organizational 
grooves;inm a leveling process merit is depreciated. The problem of the expert in our 
society, of mass media, of mass sluggishness are considered. Mr. Gelber terms the pro- 
jection of America in Western Europe and Southeastern Asia an "exercise in survival". 

Fine thought food for those who don't mind chewing hard. (IC: 53-9524) 


Durrell, Gerald M. ai Viking 
THE OVERLOADED ARK ¢ / 4! $3.75 
* English understatement for a bring-'em-back alive expedition turns over quite 
a bit of fun as the author magicks the nuisances of collecting animals and birds (this 
done by his companion, coolly self-possessed John Yealland) for English zoos. Hunting 
and buying what was ordered proved to be nothing to keeping his charges alive and well, 
to tending the captives as diet, sickness and rare temperaments confused their days. 
There were some creatures that refused to be caught; there were carriers and hunters to 
deal with; there was small and big "beef" to track down; there was forest, mountain and & 
lake to be explored for finds; there was a ju-ju that worked; and - there were the ani- 
mals and birds who were there constant worry, neighbors: and joy. The rare lemur, the 
snakes, the drills, baboons, and monkeys, the rats, squirrels and chameleongs,the deli- 
cate duikers,the chimpanzee Chumley - and more and more. Along with conspicuous lack 
of success at times, the dogged madness which astounded the inhabitants of the rain 
forests of the British Cameroons, and the infuriating mishaps, they found unexpected 
luck and deep delight in the country and its life. This is unabashed, unpretentious 
and wholly good reading. The black and white illustrations by Sabine Baur have a 
quiet charm. 


A FEW RELIGIOUS TITLES 


Blackwood, Andrew W. Abingdon -Cokesbury 
EXPOSITORY PREACHING FOR TODAY $3.00 


Professor Blackwood writes out of a long experience in introducing theological 
students to the arts and crafts of preaching. His is a conservative, Bible-centered 
point of view but he also has a flair for making old truths vivid and interesting. In 
this book he is encouraging his readers to undertake more expository preaching, that is, 
to base more sermons upon an exposition of a passage of Scripture in contrast to the 
typical and textual sermons so much in vogue today. Professor Blackwood's book is 
filled with examples of such preaching. This is done not by giving entire sermons, but 
by suggesting a sermon outline or a set of ideas thus marking a trail for the reader to 
follow in his own sermonizing. Preachers who undertake this type of sermon should real- 
ize that to make it interesting requires more than average ability and more than the ~*~ 
usual amount of preparation. (Publ. ) 
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Church, Virginia & Ellis, Francis Abingdon -Cokes bury 
TO MEET THE DAY $1.75 


A High School teacher and a Protestant pastor have collaborated in the 
writing of this book of devotional readings. They are designed for teen-age young 
people for use in private or family devotions. Both authors show in their writing 
how much they realize that teen-agers need to have spiritual truth brought home 
through the medium of vidid and telling illustrations. Because of the anecdotes 
and other illustrative material leaders of young people's groups will find this a 
valuable source-book for their own talks and sermons. (Publ. 10253-5393) 


Emmons, Helen B. Abingdon -Cokesbury 
THE MATURE HEART $3.50 


D.R. Protestant church members and their pastors who have, in the circle of the 
family, friends or parishoners, elderly persons who crave devotional literature that 
is written for them and printed for them will be glad to know of this volume of daily 
readings. The meditations have been prefaced by the widow of the editor of the just- 
ly popular devotional magazine The Upper Room. Accordingly, she is able to draw upon 
her long experience in helping her husband prepare devotional material for private 
use. Furthermore, she has learned that many an elderly person has difficulty in 
using the finely printed text of much devotional literature and has had these medi- 
tations printed in large, clear type, which will make for comfortable and easy 
reading. (Publ. LC: 53-5394) 


Rall, Harris Franklin Abingdon -Cokes bury 
RELIGION AS SALVATION $3.00 


A veteran theologian with over forty years of teaching behind him, Pro- 
fessor Rall demonstrates in this volume that he is keeping abreast of the times. 
For in this book he takes full account of the emphases current in the theological 
world of today as he expounds the nature, scope and dynamic force of Christianity. 
The book is broken down into three parts dealing with the doctrines of Man, Sin and 
Salvation. These are doctrines which have been neglected in the teaching of the 
church during the last fifty years, but which are once more occupying the forefront 
of theological thought. Professor Rall is an evangelicaljto him the gospel of a God 
of mercy and of help coming to man in Jesus Christ is central and controlling. His 
point of view is Biblical but not literalistic. He looks upon the church not so 
much as an institution as a fellowship. What is more important, he writes clearly 
and forcibly. It is a good book to recommend to Protestant ministers and thoughtful 
laymen. (Publ.) 


Smith, Rocknell C. Abingdon -Cokes bury 
RURAL CHURCH ADMINISTRATION $2.00 


This is a practical book for the guidance and inspiration of Protestant 
ministers in rural parishes. The author is well equipped, both by experience and 
academic training, to be helpful to ministers in rural parishes. He himself has 
been the pastor of country churches in Massachusetts and Wisconsin and has taken | 
his Ph.D. in rural sociology at the University of Wisconsin. He is presently pro- 
fessor of rural church administration and sociology at Garrett Biblical Institute 
in Evanston, Illinois. Those coming to the rural church afresh and those who have 
spent some years in this field will find here many helpful suggestions whereby they 
may make their program more effective. (Publ.) 
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Seabury Press ras 


Pittenger, W. Norman 
CHRIST IN THE HAUNTED WOOD $3.00”. 7 

The title of this book was suggested by the lines of W. H. Auden- "Lost in a & 
haunted wood,/Children afraid of the night/who have never been happy or good". It is 
the meaning of the Christian gospel to the disillusioned and distracted people of our 
generation that Professor Pittenger of General Theological Seminary delineates in this 
book. Its chapters are based on lectures originally delivered on various college camp- 
uses and its messages are placed on that intellectual level. But there are few theo- 
logians who write as clearly as Professor Pittenger, so that those untrained in theology 
need not shy away from this book. The author sets forth "The Christian Foundation for 
the Good Life" in chapters which deal first of all with the condition and assumptions 
of modern man. and then with the various elements in the Christian gospel as they bear 
upon the life of modern man. Professor Pittenger is an Episcopalian and there are some 
Protestants who will not follow him in his conception of the church. But all will follow 
him in his insistence that Christianity is more than "a way of life" or “a system of 
ethics" and is rather a divinely inspired and initiated redemptive procress. A good 


book for thoughtful Christians. (9/7) |' 
PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 

142 Macken, Walter- HOME IS THE HERO- postponed to 7/21 and to be published by 
Macmillan, not St. Martin's Press. 

26 Jowitt, The Earl- THE STRANGE CASE OF ALGER HISS- definite date 7/17 (Doubleday) 

297 Creekmore, H.- THE CHAIN IN THE HEART- from 7/20 to 7/27 (Random House) 

307 Felsen, Henry G.- STREET ROD- from 7/? to 8/7 (Random House) 

314 Blake, F.- WILDERNESS PASSAGE- from 7/22 to 8/21 (Random House) 

336 Heagney, Anne- GOD AND THE GENERAL'S DAUGHTER- price from $2.75 to $3.00 (Bruce) _ 

341 Jackson, D.- THE CUT OF THE AX- from 8/13 to 8/20 (Harcourt, Brace) 

342 Green, Gerald- THE SWORD AND THE SUN- postponed to later fall (Scribner) 

342 Sullivan, Richard- 311 CONGRESS COURT- definite date 8/24 (Holt) 

352 Athearn, R.G.- WESTWARD THE BRITON- definite date 8/24 (Scribner) 

352 Menen, Aubrey- DEAD MAN IN THE SILVER MARKET- definite date 8/24 (Scribner) 

352 Tunnard, Christopher- THE CITY OF MAN- definite date 8/24 (Scribner) 

360 Farley, Walter- THE BLACK STALLION REVOLTS- definite date 8/7 (Random House) 

360 Sellers, Naomi J.- CROSS MY HEART- price from $2.50 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 

365 Graham, Winston- FORTUNE IS A WOMAN- from 8/13 to 9/17- price from $3.00 to 

$3.50 (Doubleday ) 
365 Hayes, Nelson- RHAPSODY IN ANDROS- from 8/13 to 9/17 (Doubleday) 


4 


369 Gellhorn, Martha- THE HONEYED PEACE- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Doubleday) 
369 Steen, Marguerite- Title from THE SECOND MRS. CREWE to ANNA FITZALAN~ price 
from $3.50 to $3.75 (Doubleday) 
370 Morris, Wright- THE DEEP SLEEP- from 8/7? to 9/14 (Scrédbner) 
371 Cullingford, G.- POST MORTEM-please note correct spelling of author's name (Lippincott) 
371 Hitchens, Dolores- TERROR LURKS IN DARKNESS- price from $2.50 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 
371 Holmes, L. P.- DELTA DEPUTY- price from $2.50 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 
371 Lowe, Kenneth- HAZE OF EVIL- price from $2.50 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 
372 Bennett, Kem- THE DEVIL'S CURRENT- price from $2.50 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 
372 Dean, Robert G.- AFFAIR AT LOVER'S LEAP- price from $2.50 to $2.75 (Doubleday ) 
374 Gipson, Fred- COWHAND- from 8/5 to 8/19 (Harper) 
374 Henze, Helen R.- ARISE, MY LOVE- price from $2.50 to $3.00 (Doubleday) 
Lewis, O.- SAGEBRUSH CASINOS- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Doubleday) 
Whitney, Leon F.- THE COMPLETE BOOK OF CAT CARE- from 8/27 to 9/24 (Doubleday) 
Tolstoy, Alexandra- TOLSTOY- from 8/28 to 9/10 (Harper) a 
Sykes, Christopher- TWO STUDIES IN VIRTUE- definite date 8/17 (Knopf) 
Santayana, George- THE POET'S TESTAMENT definite date 8/31 (Scribner) 
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A CALENDAR 


& 


Barrett, William E. 
Nathan, Robert 
Petry, Ann 

Hilton, James 


Bemelmans, Ludwig 
_ Williams, Ben Ames 
Cliewes, Howard 


OF NEW BOOKS -FOR AUGUST 


6 ot. eee 


CONTEMPORARY 


THE SHADOWS OF THE IMAGES (Doubleday) 

THE TRAIN IN THE MEADOW (Knopf) 

THE NARROWS (Houghton, Mifflin) 

TIME AND TIME AGAIN (Little, Brown-A.M.P.) 
September Literary Guild selection. 
FATHER, DEAR FATHER (Viking) 

THE UNCONQUERED (Houghton, Mifflin) | 

AN EPITAPH FOR LOVE (Doubleday) 


OTHER TIMES, OTHER PLACES 


Thirkell,. Angela 
_ Paton, Alan 


Plaidy, Jean 


Cullingford, Guy 
Clarke, Arthur C. 
Marsh, Ngaio 


Neave, Airey 
Raverat, Gwen 
von Papen, Franz 
Moody, Ralph 


Sullivan, Frank 


Deane, Philip 
Klimov, Gregory 


Powell, Dilys 
Bischoff, Ilse 


CORONATION SUMMER (Knopf) 

TOO LATE THE PHALAROPE (Scribner) August 
Book of the Month Club selection 

QUEEN JEZEBEL (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 


THRILLERS 


POSTMORTEM (Lippincott) 
CHILDHOOD'S END (Ballantine) 
SPINSTERS IN JEOPARDY (Little, Brown ) 


Oe @ Baer ea 


BIOGRAPHY 


THEY HAVE THEIR EXITS (Little, Brown) 
PERIOD PIECE (Norton) 

MEMOIRS (Dutton) 

THE FIELDS OF HOME (Norton) 


HUMOR 


THE NIGHT THE OLD NOSTALGIA BURNED DOWN 
(Little, Brown) 


INTERNATIONAL 


I WAS A CAPTIVE IN KOREA (Norton) 
THE TERROR MACHINE (Preeger) 


CANINE CAPERS 


coco (Oxford) , 
DRIVE SLOWLY-SIX DOGS (Viking) 





